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with his counsel with my address.   I dined with them yesl alone. . . .
Think of me, and write to me, whenever yon can, for ] in this great struggle, to feel I have friends whom I love.
Mem. I agree with Carnarvon that G[ladstone]'s manife very ill-written, but I do not agree with Carnarvon that not in his usual style. I think his usual style the worst I of any public man; and that it is marvellous how so coi mate an orator should, the moment he takes the pen, be volved, and cumbersome, and infelicitous in expression.
Many considerations had converged to drive Glad to dissolution, of which the almost unbroken series c feats in by-elections was perhaps the most operative, tl the outside world, and especially the Opposition, wer posed to attribute most importance to the difficulty aboi seat in Parliament. But the immediate occasion ^ serious difference of opinion with Car dwell and Gos the Ministers responsible for the defence of the coi To realise his grandiose scheme of total abolition of ii tax Gladstone wanted, he told Granville, from three-qu; of a million to a million off the naval and military esti: jointly; and the two Ministers concerned sturdily re his demands. There was no way out of the deadlock by dissolution; but in the verbosd et grandis epistola, oc ing more than three columns of The Times, which Glac issued to the electors of Greenwich, the country was told that, in order to realise the promised boon, it woi necessary not merely to have an ' adjustment,' whicl: raeli interpreted to mean an increase of taxes, but a cut down the naval and military estimates seriously what the Admiralty and the War Office thought req for national safety.
If Gladstone's manifesto was, as Disraeli said, ' a ] narrative,' Disraeli's answering address to the electc Bucks was rather of a negative character.    Kemissi taxation, he observed, would be the course of any or any Ministry in possession of a large surplus; and Gladstone's principal measures of relief, the diminut]
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